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v The 2030 Agenda includes 17 SDGs underpinned by
169 targets which will be monitored through a set of
232 internationally agreed indicators set by the UN
Statistical Commission.

q UN General Assembly resolution 70/1:
--SDG framework: 17 goals and 169 targets
--Global indicator framework to be developed by the inter-

agency Expert Group on SDG indicators (IAEG-SDGs) and 
agreed by the UN Statistical Commission

q UN General Assembly resolution 71/313 of July 6, 2017: 
--Global SDG indicator framework adopted with 232 unique 

indicators



The effective implementation of SDGs relies on
the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data 
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory 
status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics 
relevant in national contexts.

(SDG 17.18: Data, monitoring and accountability as 
Means of Implementation)



Data Gaps for Measuring Indicators
ü Differences/absence in statistics standards, concepts and definitions
ü Limited appreciation of statistics and its role in economic and social
development

ü Inadequate appropriation of resources for statistical activities
ü Lack of baseline data on a majority of indicators and limited disaggregation on
available data

ü Absence of appropriate methodologies and technologies for measuring some
indicators

ü Weak coordination among data producers as well as statistical programmes
and activities

ü Underdeveloped administrative data and civil registration systems
ü Irregularity of data collection programmes
ü The national statistics system relies mainly on surveys and censuses for
the production of statistics, but these are not conducted on a frequent
basis due to resource constraints, leading to time lags in many baselines
and the absence of information for others.
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SDG Dashboard for East and South Asia (2017) 

SDSN & Bertelsmann Stiftung: SDG Index and Dashboards Report 2017



SDGs in motion: China’s Progress and the 13th Five-Year Plan, 
UNDP China, June 2016.



Alignment of Prioritized SDGs with China’s 13th FYP

SDGs in motion: China’s Progress and the 13th Five-Year Plan, 
UNDP China, June 2016.



Alignment of Other SDGs with China’s 13th FYP



Progress Monitoring of SDG1 and SDG4 
Implementation in China



q Not all targets/indicators are quantifiable
--With targets that demand a process of change such as those
focusing on awareness raising, capacity building and policy
integration, it subjects vastly to disparate perceptions of what actually
defines the change in the first place.
q Data are not always available
--For targets where indicators are clear and quantifiable, data are not
always available from the official sources in China, especially
disaggregated data by sex and age, or those to track the vulnerable,
such as the disabled.
q Not all SDG targets are clearly defined in
quantitative terms, but phrased in ways that are
prone to subjective interpretations

--It is difficult to put a yardstick against which China’s performance
should be gauged.



A true data revolution would empower countries to
draw on existing and new sources of data to fully
integrate statistics into their decision-making
processes, promote open access to, and use of, data
and ensure increased support for statistical systems.
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National & International Statistical Capacity-building

qAddressing challenges: The Cape Town Global Action 
Plan for Sustainable Development Data 
qKey actions in strategic areas: 
--Innovation and modernization of national statistical systems 
--Dissemination of data on sustainable development
--Building partnerships
--Mobilizing resources



Ø SDG monitoring requires the new data partnership, the core part of
which is the traditional national statistical system.

Ø The new data partnership of SDG monitoring also requires creative
use of non-traditional data, including big data, analysis of social
media and SMS messages and geospatial data.

Ø The new data partnership of SDG monitoring will be combined with
a more diversified portfolio of partners to participate in data
collection. These could include the private sector, which have
access to data in thematic areas (e.g., consumption, supply and
etc.) and the public who are able to provide self-assessment.

Ø While it is still hotly debated to what extent new types of digital data
is reliable to reflect varied facets of reality, they at least provide an
alternative way of appraisal that could either complement or
substantiate what is already out there.

The New Data Partnership of SDG Monitoring



The Emerging Data Partnership in China



CAG-Tencent Strategic Partnership on 
“Internet + Civil Servants Training”
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